The Road Home: Questions God Ask!
“Enter through the narrow gate...” — Matthew 7:13
1. The “Bush” Check

Scripture: Genesis 3:9 If God asked you right now, “Where are you?” —beyond your physical
location—where is your soul hiding? Are you currently avoiding a conversation, a realization, or
a calling?

2. The Hand-Off

Scripture: Exodus 4:2 What is the “staff” in your hand that you’ve been relying on for security
instead of God? Is it your bank account, your reputation, or your self-reliance? What would
happen if you laid it down today?

3. The Price of Healing

Scripture: John 5:6 If Jesus asked you, “Do you want to get well?” regarding your deepest
wound or habit, what is the one “benefit” of that struggle you are most afraid to lose? (e.g., Is
your anger your armor? Is your sadness your excuse?)

4. The Cave Inquiry

Scripture: 1 Kings 19:9 Are you currently in a “cave” like Elijah, hiding from a challenge God
called you to face? What is the noise in your life that is drowning out the still, small voice asking,
“What are you doing here?”

5. The Personal Verdict

Scripture: Matthew 16:15 If you had to describe Jesus using only your own life experiences—
not what your parents, your pastor, or your books say—who do you say He is?

1. "Where are you?"
Source: Genesis 3:9 (To Adam in the Garden)

e The Intent: God knew exactly where Adam was physically. This was a question of
spiritual location. He was asking Adam to recognize his own hiding, his shame, and the
distance he had placed between himself and his Creator.

e How to Answer: This requires radical honesty about your current state.



o “lam hiding because | am afraid.” * “I am distracted by things that don't matter.”
* “I am right here, acknowledging my mistakes.”

2. "What is that in your hand?"

Source: Exodus 4:2 (To Moses at the burning bush)

e The Intent: Moses felt inadequate for his mission. God pointed to a simple shepherd’s

staff to show that He can use the ordinary tools and talents we already possess to do
extraordinary things.

e How to Answer: Inventory your current resources—even the ones you think are "just"
hobbies or basic skills.

o “I have a voice to speak.”

o “I have a home to share.”

o “I' have a talent for listening.”
3. "What are you doing here?"

Source: 1 Kings 19:9 (To Elijah in the cave)

e The Intent: Elijah was in deep burnout and hiding in a cave from his enemies. This

guestion challenges our purpose and our presence. Are we where we are supposed to
be, or have we retreated out of fear?

¢ How to Answer: Evaluate your motivations.
o “lam here because | am exhausted and lost.”
o “lam here because | am waiting for a sign.”
o “lam here to find my strength again.”
4. "Who do you say that | am?"

Source: Matthew 16:15 (Jesus to His disciples)

¢ The Intent: This is perhaps the most personal question. It moves from "what do people

say?" to "what do you believe?" It demands a personal conviction rather than a
borrowed opinion.

e How to Answer: This answer cannot be found in a book; it must come from your own
experience.

o “You are my source of hope.”



o “lam still trying to figure out who You are.”
5. "Do you want to get well?"
Source: John 5:6 (To the man at the pool of Bethesda)

e The Intent: This seems like an obvious "yes," but healing often requires us to give up our

n

mat"—the things we use as crutches or the identity we've built around our suffering. It
asks if you are ready for the responsibility of being whole.

e How to Answer: Acknowledging the cost of change.
o “Yes, but | am afraid of who | will be without my struggle.”

o “Yes, | am ready to do the work to move forward.”

Summary of Divine Questions

Question Core Theme||The Human Response

"Where are you?" Awareness ||Honesty about our current state.
"What is in your hand?" Stewardship||Offering what we already have.
"What are you doing here?"||Purpose Realigning with our mission.

"Do you want to get well?" ||Will/Desire ||Choosing growth over comfort.

"Whom shall | send?" Availability ||"Here | am; send me."

Sermon Title: The Interrogation of Love (part 2)

Theme: God doesn’t ask questions to learn; He asks so that we can finally see.
Introduction: The Myth of the Uninformed God

¢ The Provocation: Start by asking the congregation, "When was the last time you lied to
God?" We usually do it by answering His questions with excuses.

e The Core Truth: An omniscient God never asks a question for His own benefit. In the
"Straight and Narrow" path (Matthew 7:14), God's questions are the rumble strips on



the side of the road. They aren't meant to stop your journey; they are meant to wake
you up before you drive into the ditch.

The Thesis: God's questions are His way of "recalculating” our hearts. He knows the
answer—He is waiting for us to admit it.

Point 1: "Where are you?" — The Question of Alignment

Text: Genesis 3:9

The Context: Adam is hiding in the bushes. God knows exactly which bush he is behind.

The Provocative Twist: This wasn't a game of hide-and-seek; it was a spiritual GPS
check. God was asking, "Where are you in relation to where | placed you?" * The Path:
The "Broad Path" allows you to hide in the crowd, in your work, or in your shame. The
"Straight and Narrow" requires you to stand in the light.

The Answer: Stop giving God your physical location (your church attendance, your
"busy" schedule). Give Him your heart's coordinates.

Point 2: "What is that in your hand?" — The Question of Stewardship

Text: Exodus 4:2

The Context: Moses is making excuses about why he can't lead.

The Provocative Twist: God wasn't asking for an inventory of Moses' shepherd tools. He

was asking, "Are you willing to let go of the very thing you use to survive so | can use it to
deliver?"

The Path: We often think the narrow path is about what we don't have. God says the
narrow path is about consecrating what you already hold. * The Answer: "l have a staff,
but it's yours." "I have a bank account, but it's yours." "I have a talent, but it's yours."

Point 3: "Do you want to get well?" — The Question of the Will

Text: John 5:6

The Context: A man has been paralyzed for 38 years. Jesus asks a seemingly "cruel"
question.

The Provocative Twist: Many of us have lived with our "paralysis" (bitterness, addiction,
victimhood) so long that it has become our identity. To "get well" means you lose your
mat and your excuse to beg.



¢ The Path: The broad road is paved with the comfort of being a victim. The narrow path
demands the responsibility of being whole.

o The Answer: "l am ready to walk, even if it means | have no more excuses for staying

where | am."
Point 4: "Who do you say that | am?" — The Question of Authority
Text: Matthew 16:15
¢ The Context: Jesus asks what the "crowd" says first, then pins the disciples down.

¢ The Provocative Twist: This is the ultimate "straight and narrow" question. It’s not about
theology; it’s about allegiance. If He is "Lord," then your "Straight and Narrow" path is

no longer yours—it’s His.

o The Answer: This is the only question where the answer is the path itself.

Conclusion: Entering the Narrow Gate

e The Final Hook: God’s questions are Intrusions of Grace. He interrupts our "wide road"
logic to bring us back to the "narrow" reality of His presence.

e The Call to Action: Don't answer God with a prayer today. Answer Him with a direction.
* Closing Thought: Every time God asks you a question, He is handing you the steering
wheel and saying, "Now that we both know the truth, which way are you going to turn?"



